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THE WORD OF GOD 

WELCOME 

Good Morning, and welcome to Calvary Episcopal Church. 

Today we gather to worship Almighty God as our nation commemorates the 250th anniversary of the 
Declaration of Independence. We come not to glorify our nation above others, but to give thanks for the 
blessings of liberty, to pray for our country and its leaders, and to seek God’s grace that we may use our 
freedom in the service of justice, mercy, and peace. Our first allegiance is always to the Kingdom of God, and 
it is as citizens of that Kingdom that we pray for the nation in which God has placed us. 
 
PROCESSIONAL HYMN 718    -    God of our fathers                 

1.  God of our fathers, whose almighty hand 
leads forth in beauty all the starry band 
of shining worlds in splendor through the skies, 
our grateful songs before thy throne arise. 

 
2.  Thy love divine hath led us in the past, 

in this free land by thee our lot is cast; 
be thou our ruler, guardian, guide, and stay 
thy word our law, thy paths our chosen way. 

3.  From war’s alarms, from deadly pestilence, 
be thy strong arm our ever sure defense; 
thy true religion in our hearts increase, 
thy bounteous goodness nourish us in peace. 

 
4.  Refresh thy people on their toilsome way, 

lead us from night to never-ending day; 
fill all our lives with love and grace divine, 
and glory, laud, and praise be ever thine. 

 
OPENING ACCLAMATION                       BCP 323 

Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 
      And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen. 

Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love thee, 
and worthily magnify thy holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ saith: Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all 
thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like unto it: 
Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 

The Lord be with you. 
 And with thy spirit. 

 Let us pray. 

Lord God Almighty, in whose Name the founders of this country won liberty for themselves and for us, 
and lit the torch of freedom for nations then unborn: Grant that we and all the people of this land may 
have grace to maintain our liberties in righteousness and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth 
and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

THE LESSONS   

A READING FROM THE BOOK OF DEUTERONOMY                                                                                       Deuteronomy 10:17-21 

For the Lord your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great God, mighty and awesome, who is 
not partial and takes no bribe, who executes justice for the orphan and the widow, and who loves 
the strangers, providing them food and clothing. You shall also love the stranger, for you were 
strangers in the land of Egypt. You shall fear the Lord your God; him alone you shall worship; to him 
you shall hold fast; and by his name you shall swear. He is your praise; he is your God, who has done 
for you these great and awesome things that your own eyes have seen. 

The Word of the Lord. 
     Thanks be to God. 

 
THE PSALM                                      Psalm 145:1-9 

I will extol you, my God and King, * 
and bless your name forever and ever. 

Every day I will bless you * 
and praise your name forever and ever. 

Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised; * 
his greatness is unsearchable. 

One generation shall extol your works to another, * 
and shall declare your mighty acts. 

On the glorious splendor of your majesty, * 
and on your wondrous works I will meditate. 

The might of your awesome deeds shall be proclaimed, * 
and I will declare your greatness. 

They shall celebrate the fame of your abundant goodness, * 
and shall sing aloud of your righteousness. 

The Lord is gracious and merciful, * 
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
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The Lord is good to all, * 
    and his compassion is over all that he has made. 

 
A READING FROM THE LETTER TO THE HEBREWS                                                                                                              Hebrews 11:8-16 

By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he was to receive as an 
inheritance, and he set out, not knowing where he was going. By faith he stayed for a time in the land 
he had been promised, as in a foreign land, living in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with 
him of the same promise. For he looked forward to the city that has foundations, whose architect 
and builder is God. By faith he received power of procreation, even though he was too old – and 
Sarah herself was barren – because he considered him faithful who had promised. Therefore from 
one person, and this one as good as dead, descendants were born, “as many as the stars of heaven 
and as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.” 

All of these died in faith without having received the promises, but from a distance they saw and 
greeted them. They confessed that they were strangers and foreigners on the earth, for people who 
speak in this way make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. If they had been thinking of the 
land that they had left behind, they would have had opportunity to return. But as it is, they desire a 
better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God; indeed, 
he has prepared a city for them. 

The Word of the Lord. 
     Thanks be to God. 

 
SEQUENCE HYMN 692    -    I heard the voice of Jesus say                                              

1.  I heard the voice of Jesus say, 
‘Come unto me and rest; 
and in your weariness lay down 
your head upon my breast.’ 
I came to Jesus as I was, 
so weary, worn, and sad; 
I found in him a resting place, 
and he has made me glad. 

 
2.  I heard the voice of Jesus say, 

‘Behold, I freely give 
the living water; thirsty one, 
stoop down and drink, and live.’ 
I came to Jesus, and I drank 
of that life-giving stream; 
my thirst was quenched, my soul revived, 
and now I live in him. 

3. I heard the voice of Jesus say, 
‘I am this dark world’s light; 
look unto me, your morn shall rise, 
and all your day be bright.’ 
I looked to Jesus, and I found 
in him my Star, my Sun; 
and in that light of life I’ll walk 
till pilgrim days are done. 
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THE GOSPEL                                  Matthew 5:43-48 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew                                         
    Glory be to thee, O Lord. 

“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I say to 
you: Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so that you may be children of your 
Father in heaven, for he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the 
righteous and on the unrighteous. For if you love those who love you, what reward do you have? Do 
not even the tax collectors do the same? And if you greet only your brothers and sisters, what more 
are you doing than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same? Be perfect, therefore, as your 
heavenly Father is perfect. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to thee, O Christ. 

 
SERMON     -     Fr. Ralph 
 
THE NICENE CREED (Standing as you are able)                                     BCP 326 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  
 maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  
    begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.   
    Through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 
 by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  
    and was made man. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
    he suffered death and was buried. 
 On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
 he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,   
    and his kingdom will have no end. 
 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.   
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead,   
    and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
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THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                                                              Form VI, BCP 392 

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 
Silence 

For all people in their daily life and work; 

For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone. 

For this community, the nation, and the world; 

For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 

For the just and proper use of your creation; 

For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 

For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 

For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 

For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 

For Sean our Presiding Bishop; Andy, Jeff, Kai, Héctor, and Brian our Bishops; Ralph our Priest; Nancy our 
Deacon; and for all bishops and other ministers, including the Vestry, staff, and ministry leaders of Calvary 
Church; 

For all who serve God in his Church. 

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation, especially                       and those we name now, 
either silently or aloud;      

Silence - The People may add their own petitions 
Hear us, Lord; 

For your mercy is great. 

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom, especially                       and 
those we name now, either silently or aloud. 

Silence - The People may add their own petitions 
Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; 

Who put their trust in you. 

We remember before you, O Lord, all who lost their lives in the Texas Hill Country flood one year ago. 
We pray especially for our own parish family, remembering John, Julia, Jack, and James Burgess, and all 
who mourn their loss.  Comfort those who continue to grieve, strengthen those whose lives were forever 
changed, and surround with your love all who still carry deep wounds. Grant them your peace, your hope, 
and your abiding presence. Amen. 

Almighty God, who has given us this good land for our heritage: We humbly beseech you that we may 
always prove ourselves a people mindful of your favor and glad to do your will. Bless our land with 
honorable industry, sound learning, and pure manners. Save us from violence, discord, and confusion; 
from pride and arrogance, and from every evil way. Defend our liberties, and fashion into one united 
people the multitudes brought here out of many kindreds and tongues. Endue with the spirit of wisdom 
those to whom in your Name we entrust the authority of government, that there may be justice and 
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peace at home, and that, through obedience to your law, we may show forth your praise among the 
nations of the earth.  Amen. 

Almighty God, we commend to your gracious care and keeping all the men and women of our armed 
forces at home and abroad. Defend them day by day with your heavenly grace; strengthen them in their 
trials and temptations; give them courage to face the perils which beset them; and grant them a sense 
of your abiding presence wherever they may be; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Celebrant adds a concluding Collect 
 
CONFESSION OF SIN 

Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against thee in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved thee with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of thy Son Jesus 
Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in thy will, and walk in thy ways, to the glory 
of thy Name.  Amen. 

 
ABSOLUTION 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath promised forgiveness of sins to all those 
who with hearty repentance and true faith turn unto him, have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you 
from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and bring you to everlasting life; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
THE PEACE  (Standing as you are able) 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And with thy spirit. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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THE HOLY COMMUNION 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM    -    My Country, Tis of Thee 
 
THE DOXOLOGY 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him, all creatures here below; 
Praise him above ye heavenly host: 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING (Standing as you are able)                               Eucharistic Prayer I, BCP 333 

The Lord be with you. 
 And with thy spirit. 
Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them up unto the Lord. 
Let us give thanks unto our Lord God. 
 It is meet and right so to do. 

It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and in all places, give thanks 
unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God. (the priest adds a Proper Preface) 

Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we laud and magnify thy 
glorious Name; evermore praising thee, and singing, 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,                    Hymnal S-125 
heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest. 

(The people may kneel or stand.) 

All glory be to thee, Almighty God, our heavenly Father, for that thou, of thy tender mercy, didst give 
thine only Son Jesus Christ to suffer death upon the cross for our redemption; who made there, by his 
one oblation of himself once offered, a full, perfect, and sufficient sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction, 
for the sins of the whole world; and did institute, and in his holy Gospel command us to continue, a 
perpetual memory of that his precious death and sacrifice, until his coming again. 

For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and when he had given thanks, he brake it, and 
gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take, eat, this is my Body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance 
of me.” 

Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, “Drink 
ye all of this; for this is my Blood of the New Testament, which is shed for you, and for many, for the 
remission of sins. Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
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Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, according to the institution of thy dearly beloved Son our Savior 
Jesus Christ, we, thy humble servants, do celebrate and make here before thy divine Majesty, with these 
thy holy gifts, which we now offer unto thee, the memorial thy Son hath commanded us to make; having 
in remembrance his blessed passion and precious death, his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; 
rendering unto thee most hearty thanks for the innumerable benefits procured unto us by the same. 

And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us; and, of thy almighty goodness, 
vouchsafe to bless and sanctify, with thy Word and Holy Spirit, these thy gifts and creatures of bread and 
wine; that we, receiving them according to thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ’s holy institution, in 
remembrance of his death and passion, may be partakers of his most blessed Body and Blood. 

And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness mercifully to accept this our sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving; most humbly beseeching thee to grant that, by the merits and death of thy Son Jesus 
Christ, and through faith in his blood, we, and all thy whole Church, may obtain remission of our sins, and 
all other benefits of his passion. 

And here we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our selves, our souls and bodies, to be a reasonable, 
holy, and living sacrifice unto thee; humbly beseeching thee that we, and all others who shall be 
partakers of this Holy Communion, may worthily receive the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son 
Jesus Christ, be filled with thy grace and heavenly benediction, and made one body with him, that he 
may dwell in us, and we in him. 

And although we are unworthy, through our manifold sins, to offer unto thee any sacrifice, yet we 
beseech thee to accept this our bounden duty and service, not weighing our merits, but pardoning our 
offenses, through Jesus Christ our Lord; 

By whom, and with whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost, all honor and glory be unto thee, O Father 
Almighty, world without end. Amen. 

And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to pray, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,  
   thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own righteousness, but in 
thy manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under thy Table. 
But thou art the same Lord whose property is always to have mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so 
to eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, that we may evermore dwell in him, 
and he in us. Amen. 
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These are the Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, 
and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

 
 

 
If you have a special prayer need, step into the side chapel after you receive communion,  

and a member of the Prayer Team will pray with you. 
 

COMMUNION HYMN LEVAS 101    -    Softly and Tenderly Jesus is Calling  

1.  Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling, 
Calling for you and for me; 
See, on the portals He’s waiting and 
watching, 
Watching for you and for me. 

 
REFRAIN: 
Come home, come home, 
Ye who are weary, come home! 
Earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling, 
Calling, O sinner, come home! 

 
2.  Why should we tarry when Jesus is pleading, 

Pleading for you and for me? 
Why should we linger and heed not His 
mercies, 
Mercies for you and for me? 

3. Time is now fleeting, the moments are passing, 
Passing for you and for me; 
Shadows are gathering, death beds are coming, 
Coming for you and for me. 

 
4. Oh! For the wonderful love He has promised, 

Promised for you and for me; 
Though we have sinned, He has mercy and pardon, 
Pardon for you and for me. 
 

 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

Let us pray.  
Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for that thou dost feed us, in these holy 
mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 
and dost assure us thereby of thy favor and goodness towards us; and that we are very members 
incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son, the blessed company of all faithful people; and are also heirs, 
through hope, of thy everlasting kingdom. And we humbly beseech thee, O heavenly Father, so to assist 
us with thy grace, that we may continue in that holy fellowship, and do all such good works as thou hast 
prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all 
honor and glory, world without end. Amen. 

 
 

Gluten Free hosts are available for communion. 
Please make yourself known to the priest at the altar rail. 
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A PRAYER FOR OUR NATION 

Almighty God, whose providence rulest over all the nations of the earth: We give thee humble thanks for 
the blessings bestowed upon this land during these two hundred fifty years. Grant that we may never 
use our liberty for selfish ends, but always in the service of thy righteousness, justice, and peace. Unite 
us in charity, strengthen us in truth, and make us faithful witnesses to thy Son, Jesus Christ our Lord; 
who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghost, one God, world without end. Amen. 

 
THE BLESSING 

The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and 
love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Ghost, be amongst you, and remain with you always. Amen. (these words may differ from 
time to time) 
 

RECESSIONAL HYMN LEVAS 226    Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory 

1.  Mine eyes have seen the glory 
of the coming of the Lord; 
He is trampling out the vintage 
where the grapes of wrath are stored; 
He has loosed the fateful lightning 
of His terrible swift sword, 
His truth is marching on. 

 
REFRAIN: 
Glory, glory, hallelujah! 
His truth is marching on. 

 
2.  I have seen Him in the watch-fires 

of a hundred circling camps, 
They have builded Him an altar 
in the evening dews and damps; 
I can read His righteous sentence 
by the dim and flaring lamps, 
His day is marching on. 

3. He has sounded forth the trumpet 
that shall never sound retreat, 
He is sifting out the hearts of men 
before His judgement seat; 
O be swift, my soul, to answer Him! 
Be jubilant, my feet! 
Our God is marching on. 

 
4. In the beauty of the lilies, 

Christ was born across the sea, 
With a glory in His bosom 
that transfigures you and me; 
As He died to make men holy, 
let us live to make all free, 
While God is marching on. 

 

 
THE DISMISSAL 

Alleluia, Alleluia. Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. (these words may differ from time to time) 
 Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 

 

 
 

 



12 
 

 
 

The Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God by 
Donna Anderson in loving memory of John, Julia, Jack & James Burgess  

and in thanksgiving for the joy and love they shared;  
Sheila Phillips in loving memory of Richard “Dick” William Phillips  

and in celebration of his birthday; and 
Fr. Ralph & Terri Morgan in honor of Terri’s ancestor Pvt. George Silver  

who fought alongside Gen. George Washington in the American Revolution, and her 
ancestor The Rev. Samuel Seabury, the first American Episcopal Bishop. 

 

 

Please Sign Up To Donate Altar Flowers in 2026  
Enhance Our Worship + Thank God + Remember A Loved One 

Flower offerings for 2026 may be done online at calvaryrichmond.org under giving/altar flowers.  
The cost is $50, to be paid in advance. Please call the church office with questions. 

 
 

 

CALVARY WORSHIP SERVICE TIMES 
8:00 AM Sunday – Traditional Service 

10:30 AM Sunday – Contemporary Service 
 

 

CALVARY STAFF 
The Rev. Ralph B. Morgan, Rector 

The Rev. Nancy Wilkes, Deacon 
Jamie Campbell, Interim Parish Administrator                   Kathy Haley, Finance Administrator 

                  Jamie Campbell, Newcomer Coordinator                 Sterling Overshown, Organist/Choir Director 
                         William Soller, Children’s Minister                                     Ross Elkins, POGS Worship Leader    
                      Suzette Hillis, Administrative Assistant                                Jose Portillo, Campus Operations                    
 

 

IF YOU HAVE AN EMERGENCY AND NEED TO SPEAK TO SOMEONE, PLEASE CONTACT: 
The Rev. Nancy Wilkes            or            The Rev. Ralph Morgan 

713-818-6323                                                 281-797-5246 
nwilkes@ces-richmond.org                    rmorgan@ces-richmond.org 
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